
The fifth of Vermont’s seasons has been memorable this year. Winter 

decided to arrive in November last year. That gave us an extra 4+ 

weeks of the freeze/thaw cycle that creates frost in the ground. If you 

haven’t noticed, the frost is awfully stubborn, as such it puts up a rather 

dramatic fight. Warm weather and rain try and force it on it’s merry 

way. During this time of year the top layer of soil is thawing out, the ex-

cess water that would normally filter downward remains trapped by the 

frost underneath…..the result: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ok, it’s not this bad any more. We now have roads built with geotextile 

and good gravel. In addition we have a very attentive road crew that 

spreads new gravel to help folks get home.  
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Upcoming Meeting Dates: 

 Select Board: 

 4-16 at 7:00pm 

 5-21 at 7:00pm 

 T&G Board: 

 4-24 at 6:00pm 

 5-22 at 6:00pm 

 Planning: 

 5-7 at 7:00pm 

 6-4 at 7:00pm 

Did you know? 

To burn brush or wood 

debris on your property 

you need a burn permit. 

For burn permits contact: 

East Dorset:  

Doug Beebe  

362-1950 or Howard 

Towsley 375-5006 

Dorset:  

Shawn Hazelton 

375-4233  

 

 THANKS JIM! 

 Longtime water operator 

Jim McGinnis will be 

retiring later this spring. 

He’s worked on the 

Dorset Village Water 

System for over 20 years! 

 

April  2019 

 

#mudseason 

Check out the updated list of hiking and 

biking opportunities in and around Dorset. 

Be sure to get out there and enjoy the 

spring in Vermont! 

Dorsetvt.org/hike 
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GREEN UP IN DORSET: 
Saturday  
May 4th 

 
DORSET MEET AT DORSET CHURCH AT 
9AM  
 
- KIM RIZIO IS THE COORDINATOR 867-
5717 
 
EAST DORSET MEET AT TOWN OFFICES AT 
9AM  
 
- JOHN LAREAU IS THE COORDINATOR 
 
Green Up bags can be picked up at either 
location. Remember to report your activity 
to the coordinator.  
 
Once finished the bags can be left on the 
roadside as they will be picked up by the 
Road Crew the following Monday.  
 
Please don’t handle sharp objects without 
gloves.  
 
If you find hypodermic needles, please 
mark the location and report it to Sgt. Jesse 
Bravata 442-4900 or jes-
se.bravata@benningtonsheriff.org  

 

 

   REMINDER: FIREWORKS  

All fireworks, not including sparklers and novelty sparkling items, are ille-
gal in Vermont except for permitted, supervised, public displays.  If you 
plan to use fireworks for a public fireworks display you must obtain a 
permit BEFORE you purchase the fireworks. There are both civil and crim-
inal penalties for violations of the fireworks laws. VT Towns require a per-

mit for any fireworks display. A permit may be obtained from the Fire Chief (Dorset FD: 375-
4233/ East Dorset FD: 375-5006) after it is determined by the Fire Chief that the fireworks 
display will be handled by a competent operator in a manner that will not be hazardous to 
people or property. After a permit has been granted it is only lawful for that one display. Ap-

plication for a permit must be made at least 15 days in advance of the fireworks display. 

Please be considerate of your friends, neighbors, and their pets when it comes to fireworks! 
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Library Hours:  Mon to Friday 11am to 5pm  
& Sat: 10am to 3pm  

April Artist of the Month: 

Lesley Heathcote 

The featured artist at the Dorset Public Library during the 
month of April will be Lesley Heathcote.  The public is invited to meet Lesley 
at the opening reception on Saturday, April 6 from 11-1pm.  Refreshments 
will be served.  All works are for sale, with a portion of the proceeds going to 
benefit the library. 

Lesley’s paintings are inspired by the beauty and intelligence found in the nat-
ural world.  Growing up in New England and spending many hours in the 
woods of Vermont, she developed her deep love of nature.  Giving form to 
this love through paintings of birds, animals and landscapes in the medium of 
soft pastel is a great joy.  Lesley received a BFA from Rhode Island School of 
Design in 1980. She’s been exhibiting my art nationally and regionally for over 
30 years. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Soup and a Hero Movie Night:  Soup, sandwiches and Aquaman! 
April 5th, 6-9:30pm 

It’s a superhero kind of night at the Dorset Library on Friday April 5th.  We will begin at 6pm with a social hour and dinner. 
Homemade soups (bring one to share if you’re inspired!) and a marvelous hero sandwich will be served, along with chips and 
beverages.  Then, at 7pm we will roll out the popcorn and candy and invite our guests to settle in to watch Aquaman! All ag-
es are invited, however the movie is rated PG-13 (up to the discretion of the parent). We will have seating as well as a few 
cushions and beanbags so you can get comfy, but feel free to bring your own!  You may join us for just the dinner, just the 
movie, or both! 

Poetry! 
April 12th, 6-8pm 

April is National Poetry Month and the Dorset Library invites you to celebrate with us at a “Favorite Poem Project”!   Please 
consider spending your Friday evening on April 12th at 6pm with us to read any of your favorite poems, by yourself or others, 
and listening to the work of other poets.  Milla the library pug will be reading one of her original creations!  Jon Mathewson, 
widely published poet and curator at the Dorset Historical Society is going to write the first line of our Community Po-
em.  Everyone is invited to add a line or two, and the poem will be available at the library through the end of April. Light re-
freshments will follow the reading. 

GAME NIGHT! 
April 24th 6-8pm 

The BYOB (Bring Your Own Book) Club is hosting a board game night for young adults in their 20s and 30s, (as well as the 
young at heart of any age!) Everyone is invited to attend on April 24th from 6 – 8 PM. This event is free, open to the public, 
and will take place at the Dorset Village Library, located at the corner of Church St. and VT Route 30 in Dorset.  And there will 
be snacks! 

The Dorset Village Library  
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              3270 ROUTE 315 RUPERT, VT 05768 

 

        WWW.MERCKFOREST.ORG  

 

SPRING EVENTS AT MERCK FOREST:  

 SECOND SATURDAY HIKE: CURING CABIN FEVER 

 APRIL 13TH FROM 2PM—4PM  

 

 SOLO WILDERNESS FIRST AID 

& CPR COURSE 

 MAY 4TH AT 8:30AM AND MAY 

5TH AT 5:30PM 

 

 SECOND SATURDAY HIKE: 

LOOKING FOR SPRING 

EPHEMERALS  

 MAY 11TH FROM 2P– 4PM  

 

 MEET THE LAMBS! 

 MAY 18TH 9AM—2PM  

 

VISIT MERCKFOREST.ORG  

FOR MORE INFO! 
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The legend of  the Dorset West Road Monkupine 
 Anyone that lives in Vermont knows that story telling is practically a vocation for most people, especially 

during the long winters. Stories (good or bad) are how we share experiences, relate to each other and build 

community. The winter of 2018-19 will be noted for one such story that captivated the entire Town. 

 Around the time of Town Meeting, Dorset was abuzz with word of a strange creature that had been 

seen around Town. No, it wasn’t Goliath the Great Dane who lives on Peace Street and likes to check in on his 

neighbors. It wasn’t the most recent escapees from the Pheasant Farm on Route 30. It wasn’t even a sheep or 

goat from the handsome place at the bottom of Danby Mountain Road. The creature in question was strongly 

described as a monkey! The first report came from an evening patrol on the Dorset West Road. Two motorists 

stopped to let an animal cross the road, and both noted to each other that they were certain they had just seen 

a monkey.   

 In what seemed like a few hours the lines of the maple tree telegraph (word of mouth for those unfamil-

iar with the phrase) lit up like a John Deere at our annual tractor parade. Pictures were shared of foot prints in 

the snow, and the story raged on like a partially controlled brush fire at The Pinnacle. As the rumors swirled, 

both skeptics and believers congregated to relay the story to every corner of Town.  

Thankfully our local Game Warden Justin Turner came to the rescue and trailed the creature to a deck/patio 

area at house on the Dorset West Road.  

The fellow, who had just finished his after-

noon snacking on tree bark and cedar sid-

ing, was settling in for the night. What was 

curled up in the corner under the deck? 

Well, a porcupine of course. And so ended 

the 2 week reign of the monkupine in the 

hearts and minds of Dorset residents.  

While this story was riveting, perhaps the 

better story is how the porcupine came to 

live at that section of the Dorset West 

Road to begin with.  

But you’ll have to catch that story with a 

have-a-heart trap! 
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Support the Dorset Players! 
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Message from the Dorset Players: 
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Dorset in the news! 
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Spring HHW is May 18th in Bennington: 
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The Bennington County Solid Waste Alliance is selling two types of 
compost containers.  This offer is for residents of the Towns of Arling-
ton, Bennington, Dorset, Glastenbury, Manchester, Rupert, Pownal, 
Sandgate, Searsburg, Shaftsbury, Stamford, Sunderland and Wood-

ford 

Soil Saver Composters for $35.00. These provide an easy way to 
convert common yard and food waste into fertilizer that you can use 
in your garden, flowerbeds or to fertilize trees. The Soil Saver is 28” 

wide by 28” deep by 32” high and can serve a household of up to five people. The locking lid helps to keep 
animals out of the compost. There are two sliding doors for easy removal of compost and a self-watering lid 

feature. 

Busch Kitchen Composter ($10.00), These can be used to store food scraps in the kitchen until you can take them 

to your back-yard composter. It has a filter for eliminating odors and a capacity of 1.3 gallons.  

We are taking orders now for distribution at two locations: 

1. The Bennington Highway Garage on Orchard St. in Bennington on May 8, 

2019 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM 

2. The Dorset Town Highway Garage on Village St. in Dorset on May 9, 2019 

from 4:00 to 6:00 PM 

We will hold a brief workshop and question and answer session at each site 
from 4:00 to 4:30 PM and a Vermont Master Composter will be available for 

questions.  

 

DORSET FIRE DISTRICT UPDATE:  

Dorset Fire District No. 1 has been working since 2017 to plan and execute a project to bring a new water 

source to the Dorset Village Water System. During much of 2018 the DFD worked to drill and test a bedrock 

well in the Village off Cheney Road. After much development effort the bedrock well water turned out to have 

elevated levels of iron and manganese, as well as high levels of turbidity (read: cloudy water). This would have 

required large scale water treatment that would have been very expensive to construct and maintain.  

As a result, DFD has shifted efforts to a gravel pack well on the same site. The early test drilling, pumping, and 

quality testing have had positive results. The investment in the new water source will help the water system pro-

vide service to current customers and focus on other needed system improvements. While the process will span a 

2nd summer of design and permitting, DFD is working toward a winter connection date of the new source to the 

water system.  

In addition DFD has been working on hydraulic models of infrastructure improvement scenarios that will allow 

for the proposal of projects with the lowest cost and highest benefit and present them to the residents of the 

Fire District for review and discussion.   

DORSET FIRE DISTRICT NO. 1 ANNUAL MEETING IS: 

MONDAY MAY 13, 2019 AT 7PM AT THE DORSET FIREHOUSE.  
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Town Clerk’s Corner 

The Town Clerk’s Office is responsible for the recording of all land records, maintaining all vital records, super-

vising elections, dog licenses, and renewal of motor vehicle registrations.  

 Dog Licenses were due by APRIL 1st: Dog Licenses are $11.00 for dogs that are spayed or neutered and $15.00 

if the dog is not spayed or neutered. Proof of a current rabies vaccine is required. After April 1st the fees in-

crease to $14.00 and $20.00 

Recent Property Transfers (Dec. 2018 to present) 

Seller    Buyer:     Address:  Price:  Assessed Value:  

Marks   Breezy North LLC  744 Black Rock Ln $335,000 $381,500 

Maggiotto  Daley    2139 Morse Hill Rd  $418,000 $405,000 

Foster   Daley    3009 Morse Hill Rd $315,000  $386,000 

Dreyer   Epstein    2491 Lower Hollow Rd $546,000 $556,000 

Landres   Fielding    739 McNamara Rd  $470,000 $449,000 

Soper   Goralink   167 Green Peak Orch N.  $335,000 $478,600 

Blakeney  Marion Trust   96 Owls Head Hill Ln $255,000 $266,200 

McFall   Paladines    1035 Route 30  $212,500  $234,200 

Moody   Tobin    384 Barrows Heights $316,000 $310,800 

Binns   Zaia    0 Dorset West Rd $190,000 $221,400   

Questions? Call 362-4571 x 2 , Sandra Pinsonault, Town Clerk, MMC, CVC 

WHO’S READY FOR THE LAKE? We mailed 2019 EMERALD LAKE STATE PARK PASSES TO 

ALL PROPERTY OWNERS.  

Thanks to Tara Schatz for allowing us 

to use this photo on the pass. Tara is a 

local freelance writer/photographer 

and blogger, be sure to stop by her 

site: www.backroadramblers.com  

Photos around Town…………... 



Spring Events in and around Dorset 

112 Mad Tom Road 

PO Box 715 

East Dorset, VT 05253 

To w n  o f  D o r s e t   

 

Phone: 802-362-4571 

Fax: 802-362-5156 

Email: townmanager@gmail.com 

Website: www.dorsetvt.org  

 Third Thursday Lunchtime Lectures 

All Lectures are Held at The Bley House 
Museum 

April 18 — Terry Tyler/Judy Harwood —
 Old Gas Stations in Dorset 

May 16 — Judy Hayward — Preservation of Old Houses 

June 20 — TBD 

Events 

June 1 — Bley House Museum — New Exhibits Open 
House  

July 13 — Bley House Museum — Ice Cream Social 

Hikes 

June 15 — Art Gilbert & Jon Mathewson — Gettysburg 
Quarry Meet at DHS 9:00am 

June 29 — Art Gilbert & Jon Mathewson — Freedley Quar-
ry Meet at DHS 9:00am 

July 13 — Art Gilbert & Jon Mathewson — Folsom Quar-
ry Meet at DHS 9:00am 

July 27 — Marilyn Kinney — Mad Tom Trail Hike Meet at 
the Town Offices 9:00am 

PO Box 52 · Route 30 at Kent Hill Road 
Dorset, VT 05251 USA · 802-867-0331 

E-mail: info@dorsetvthistory.org 
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday, 10-4 p.m. Saturday, 10-2 p.m. 

www.dorsetvthistory.org 

COMING SOON! 

 

DORSET IS HOME TO THE 

VERMONT SUMMER HORSE 

FESTIVAL 

LEARN MORE AT: 

VT-SUMMERFESTIVAL.COM  

 

   RECREATION INFO:  

Dorset Residents: 
Did you know the Town offers a discount on: 
MPR Summer Programs 

 Long Trail Summer Programs 

 Free Entry at Emerald Lake State Park 

 Recreation Scholarships 

 Swim Lessons at Lawrence School 

 
How to claim the discount:  
Simply fill out the reimbursement form with proof of 
payment and residency and the Town will send you 
a check for the discount. Reimbursement forms can 
found online at www.dorsetvt.org or can be picked 
up and dropped off at the Town Office or emailed 
to: townmanager@gmail.com  

      MAY 4, 2019 

mailto:info@dorsetvthistory.org

