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Foreword

- .- o

The present account of the ceremony dedi-
cating Gilbert Lookout has been a rather
gradual growth. The firet intention was to
record tne =vent for the books of the Sec~-
retary of the Dorset Society of Natural
8cience. But before that description wase
completed 1t occurred to me that a more de-
tailed account would be interesting to the
family in later years. Hence the story was
amplified.

Rather unexpectedly, the whole of this
extended account soon appeared in the Man-
chester Journal, and was thus put in per—-
manent fom.

The later additions are two: my personal
commente, written as footnotes (although
they appear in a right-hand column), and
intended for rather limited consumption;
and photographs kindly gupplied by Holley
and Dorothy, whose cameras wele operating
on the day of the dedication.

By keeping to the left-hand columns in
the following pages the reader may get an
unvarnished account of what actually hap-
pened. If he wishes further diversion he
may follow the footnotes. I doubt whether
he could avoid looking at the plctures,
no matter what the instructlions were.

It is hoped that these three forms of
description, each performing a somewhat
separate function, may serve to keep alive
and accurate our remembrance of a most
stirring event.
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THE DEDICATION OF
“GILBERT LOOKOUT”
Rocky Chff on Owl's Head Nam-
ed After Founder of Science
Club With Appropriate Cere-
monies.

Under a sky thal preseunted alter-
nately a threatening and & benign a3-
peet. were held on Saturday, August
27th, the exercises that marked the
formal naming of the rocky promon-
tory on Owl's Head in honor of Dr.

ot

George H. Gilbert, and’its dedication

T

as a memorial to-the founder of the
Dorzet Society of Natural Science and
of the Dorset ’[rail,@

Despite a gathering cloud
which was to produce rain just as the
climbers returned to thgiv cars from
the walk to the lockouttsome 75 rep-
resentative residents and sumyner
visitors in Dorset and vicinityeate
iheir picnic lunches in the impressive
setting provided by the Potts orchard,
high up in Dorset Hollow. 1t is es-
timated that 100 people finally sat
down Logether to enjoy a program ar-
ranged by Ernest H. West. the vice-
president of the society, and presided
over by Dr. James B. Herrick, the So-
clety's president.
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re litersry ex: ression.
prenty of heat for the
1 te which Dr. Herrick mein~
sure in.suit coeat and straw
Clarke mlso., Others on

¢ less conventionally, but
attired. Il was one of
sultry days of the

TThe. Fresideal” o/:ens The /c;raJram.

Ze Although no historien of mountaine-
¢linmbing in Dorset, I bpelideve this states
ment is true. The naming of Jackson Peak
brought a goodly number of yeoplie to Kirby
Bollew, but a mere handfvl went to the
gupmit. The books of the Secretary of the
Society record an Ootober tri. to Owl's
Head some Years ago0,- but by only a dozen
or s0 pecrle. Memory end photographs tell
of large cemiing snd pricnicking perties
on Dorse! Mt., but not to the number of
£0 et any one time.

If anyone wonders at sy stressing of
tnia roint of the number yresent, let him
understand that I aw simliy searching for
objective dsta to i1rove the frecuently-
hezrc contention thet tnis was one ¢f the
mejor events at Dorset this sumer.

3- 411 of Dr. Herrick's repmarks were wedil
chosen and discriminating. I rc%rét that
someone with a/fore nimble pencil than my
memory turns out to be wes not rresent 10
record them permanently




bhe oiiff. It “S mJ o;;n
guzgnaq CBRO. Lhe SEnse. of
jol}kﬁ?f’ it, Vclllj' B
in :f ?eaﬁt this

a.ﬂﬁlnce iualviatlve adjectives are being

LOr e these Pﬂmubnt "helow the line®,
this iéftné jpilece to note the willingness
and a&fiﬁusneaa with wiich Robert Rudolph
accepted nis 1lece on the 11rogram, and

" the étceliente of nhis resding. Our imireg-
aion wrs very favorable.

Dy Herrick m reminiscenl” wmood.
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The wale ‘tzwar‘fér th aclio .

l- Dry McDoneld..owns and occuples g house
o the Rupert Mi. road; is 2 summer membe
of the Porset choir; and en old-ti er
the University Glee Club (N.V.). 5
fﬁnﬁ eemblnailon thus formed was & rleasa it ,

surprise to =1l of us. In fact, the regsults
% wer&vaavgood that considersble digal; ¥int-
\ ment wes felt, and exnresseé,,oyerﬂthe‘ '
mrecisate breek-up of the cuartet, due to
6‘2’1(16( V{LCs’i.i‘,.‘ GO6hLiB . . )
. Cousin Maria exiresse¢ grest concern
ovelr the write-up of thig story, fearing _
(es 1 later discovered) that anyone besides
nerselz would not '1ell tihe worlds how

" Lood tre ginglrg was." v

Now that trere has been comment rom the
winside",and from one person on the “"out-
side®, it rem ins only Lo say that the
guertet’s tublic Treception wWes VEI'y LEner-
QUS &

e Again literaliy true,- noYt an €Xdge€la-
tion, At the pileno Wridey morning, thp'mr%tm
gr and Holley strugeled with & tyricel col-
legé sOng Lo make the necesssry chen,es 1nk’””
codtent,w17h0ut 3p0iling the rhythm or
rroducing mere rot. The outoone wag none’
too good, hit comient was iavorable. For-
' #he sake only of permenent record, the .
words #s sung are spyended h&rew1th Qﬁ£
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0id Ver&untL wxih verccnt hiiiside,
- Take and Crag and tree,
Songs of hadrtinl% ‘adoration

‘We ﬂlll raigse ko thege. Cho.

Thnu hest been cur inspiration,
Apd with purpose new

We will traio our sons sand deughters
To be. gtyong and.txuet Cho.

Hail to thee, our hills snd veilles,
To vermont all pralse;
lep ; Tﬁ%ﬁt lu ted \.'1 lta‘ﬁ bl()?’:}"

Be tny comirng days.  CGho.

Criorys
Lift ihe chorus, speec 1L omwverd,
8ing try praise with glee;
0 vermont, our pride forever,
~ Hail, O hail, to theel

y

jTtisfwasfﬁasfiJ
the (rogram. The poem ik
the resding o it must bhe spoken of by
Janother. Tue arjroyristeness of having
fthe poem resd by the nemesace of the.
A8ociety's latr'?&eq;(euf wog &t oncs . .
srrareat to all. The sureness of preg-
‘lentation, clesrness of interpretation,
'R gonority of voice, &nd ﬁtlfh of feel-
Nipg were sipiarent s soon sa the reader
hnad proceedeC even & few sentences lLuG
is subject. :

_ With the resder's sugegestion tnet tbe
roet had caught srd exiressed Professor:
'Qllbtyt's reel thilosorhy [resh in the_g
dminds oi the listeners, scveral of tiem -
{e.g, Mr. Cariart) were seen to smile =
and ned sprreciatively st various points
in-the exyposition. 3
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Welcome, my friends, (for all who
scale this height

'With eager step, however slow—

i whose hearts

Yob quicker for the joy ahead—
are friends

In spirit, tho’ your form and face
unknown)

Rest by this fragrant fire, that so you
bring

' Clear vision, keener zest, to that far
view

Unfolded here to seeing eye and soul.

No endless reaches of untraveled
wilderness—

No ocean vast, or ocean-seeming
plain—

Tires the eye with sheer immensity;

Nor yet a landscape palled with heavy
smoke

From cities sprawling o'er else pleas-
ant fields;

But Nature intimate with Man, is
here disclosed:

Village and forest in friendly com-
radeship.

Look to the north! Xow fair our
State outspreads

Her timbered hills, in wave on wave
of green, -

Toward Camel’s Hump and Mans-
field’s stately pile.

And toward the sunset, see a mighty
range-—

Unnumbered giants standing friendly
watch

O'er these their elder brothers.
since,

Primeval flood filled all the gulf be-
tween——

to be.

they stand,

Watching with jealoug eye the emer-

| gent plain—

\'The advancing life—the development
of man.

There lies Champlain, amid the bat-
tlegrounds

Of Nature and of Nature's
age on age.

children—

How gratefully the forests clothe
these rugged hills-—

A living mantle.
leys steep

A thousand brooks malke friends
along the way;

Friends have they been of mine

[ since life began

" And will be, always. Yet to some

’ our State

s desolate, infertile, loath to yield

" A scanty living from its rocky fields—

]

Ages :

|
N
|

Teeming with life, and mother of hfe;

That flood is shrunk, and holder now '

Through those val-

Its winters brutal and its summers
. fair indeed
! But too precarious for money crops-—
‘A goodly place once to have lived,
and left.
Rocky? Ah yes. But what were stat-
liest dome
Without the underlying rocky base
Founding that pile on earths’ un- i
changing breast? 2
And what were life, without some |
rocks of doubt, t
Of hardship, disappointment, danger,
grief, !
To test and prove its mettle? Better |
S0
Than one dead level of abundant ease.
How clear
The atmosphere today! How charged
with life—
As tho’ the friendly Pow'r that
wrought this view
Rejoiced to have us share it-—sought
to give,
Through clearer vision here, & fresher
mind
And outlook, true perspective.
we sit
As on a judgment seat; and little
things
Tade from their false importance, lose
! their hold—
While great things, as to comrades,
here display
Their true proportions. Here the
rush and noise
Yield to the white-throat’s call, the
gswish of winds
‘Through fragrant spruces.
hurried step of time
Is not disturbed. See there the
mighty shaft i
That dominates our southern valley, |
straight
!Upthrusting to the skies its granite
bulk severe
In simple power—our monumental
pride,
And justly so—a. sign perpetual
:Of man's indomitable will to live his
i life
In freedom from his fellows.
from here
i Searce visible, its pride a pencil
i pomtm—
: A tiny heap of stones amid the eternal
hills.

Here

The un-

|
i
3
t
i

|

Yet

‘What handiwork they are, these age-~
less hills—

These silent guardians of our valley .

fair.

Like trusted friends, whose changing,

moods reflect
‘No change of heart, we view them,

From near at hand, from North and
South—and feel )

In myriad forms one everlasting
gtrength;

In ever-shifting characters, one
changeless Friend.

And this, whereon we stand. I count
a joy

Above the most, tho' not the loftiest.

i

No view like this in all the world—to

‘:Far-reaching to the bounds of human

‘Below us, in the shelter of these

me:

sight—

Suggesting more than human mind
can grasp—

Then, nearer, gathering in one glor-
ious sweep

The landmarks learned in many &
happy year

Of roaming thru these wooded hills;
and there,

mountains—Home.

I envy no man wealth or high com-
mand;

For money cannot buy a home, nor
power

Create a setting to compare with this.

Distance alone is naught. Who cares
.

how far

| His vision carries if the end be void?

I from afar,

It needs no mountain-top to view the
stars.

Orion shows, in his appointed place,

To those whose eager eyes make him

their goal;
But worlds unnumbered fill the starry
skies
‘Unseen, unsearchable. So, standing
here,
We strain heyond the vague horizon—

mlcn of eye o penetrate

the mxmt ranges, tur

scenes.,

Ho ey
crags
Defying
thank

pinnacle is this-with dizz

man’s ascent.

God,

No railway violates the peace; no
carriage road

Offers the idly-curious an unearned
view,

But still some strength of limb, some
firm resolve

Are passports hither; and this look-
out, rightly won,

Itself is passoprt to the lordly uni-
verse.,

And yet,

W, C. G, August 15, 1932



Dr. L. Mason Clarke was theh pre-
sented to the group as a fellow-schol-
4r of the late Professor Gilbert,-——one
who had penetrated the latter’'s shy-
ness and reserve, although his con-
tact with him had been entirely ‘on
the level”’—no mountain excursions
being part of their mutual exper-
iences.

After commenting upon the brevity
of human memory, and the impossi-
bifity of prolonging beyond a short
generation the personal remembrance
or incidents of a man’s life, Dr. Clarke
referred to the search for truth and
fidelity to it when foung as among the
chief characteristics of Professor Gil-
bert. In a time when religion is hes-
itant, unprofitable, the scientific spir-
it continues on its triumphant way.

“This passion for the truth,” said
Dy, Clarke, “led him to stand by his
beliefs in the face of criticism, oblo-
quy. and even persecution.”

1t was this spirit, combined with a
genuine interest in creating a center:
of cultural study and improvement inf_
Dorset, that led to his establishment :
of the Society of Natural Scifiece in
1915, and to his leadership of the So- .
ciety 1h¥;_qgh its first 15 years of ex-’
istence. @/‘

Immediately at the close of the ex-
ercises at the “Potts Place,Wgiven
over completely to the visitors with
generous hospitality, a large party
started up the trail to the lookdut,
high on the northwest side of Owl's
Head. On foot, on horseback, sca#fh-
pering along the path with the agility
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5 !of 33 years@plodding along steadily
“with the help of canés after as many
jas 72 yeardd8f active life, up went the
} 70 people through clearing and wood-
lot, over about a mile of easy ascent
‘and a final eighth of a mile of pre-
icipitous and rocky Lrai&ig-zagging
"among the “spruces and underneath
.the overhanging ledge, to 2 spgl ap-
fparently on top of the worldifrom
!which a clear gweep of the whole val-
ley was had.g/Some of the climbers.
had fallen by the wayside{®proving
the truth of the line,

Ry

resoive
Are passports hither,”

But the 60 who were successful, and
pleased, perhaps, with their ownj|
achievement, exclaimed in praise of |
the lookout. It was, indeed, 8 worthy |
memorial! i
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éd. ;owe clxmbed ‘m
Wit they could {
1, wWho ilruvay, emove
i shoes and finished in o
~tfeet), while others found
over-estingted troir styangthi

Ore woien in arfzcuicr {Miss T n&mX :

nad ireViouslw gteted publicly her o 0
cetermination to thke this: waTk, “ﬁvgn,,~
Cif it's the last thing I cver do,™ as
shie gokingl, remarked. She was IhViVGU
from & collarse, and carried down :
the last part of the wey, Lo be &

‘home and ;u* to bed. Reports the next
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Owl's Head Lookout Hike

From Kelly Road (just north of swimming quarry on Rte. 30) go 0.6 mi. on "Black Rock
Farm" gravel road. Trail starts (elevation approx. 1 125) as old logging road to right (SE)
of gravel road, opposite tan house in woods, with gentle grade to a sizable clearing and
log loading area (0.39 mi.). There are several trails and roads leading from this clearing.
Take the left-most trail into the woods (on a bearing of N 10° E), avoiding the newer,
bulldozed logging roads. About 100 yds into the woods, roads lead both left and right:
stay directly ahead on old quarry road which becomes steadily steeper.

(0.75 mi.) Gettysburg Quarry opening (elev. 1720"). This marble quarry was opened in
1866. There is a good view of the Dorset valley from the marble dump, reached by a
rough path opposite the quarry opening. Take trail to right, which climbs steeply along
right (south) side of quarry opening, for about 150 feet. Turn abruptly right onto gently
ascending forest path.

(0.84 mi.) Viewpoint to west over upper Battenkill valley to Mother Myrick (summit
elev. 3361). :

(1.40 mi.) At 12-foot high boulder on right, trail turns left, starting up cliffs (and is
marked by red painted rocks).

(1.60 mi.) Gilbert Lookout on Owl's Head (elev. approx. 2300"). Good views of Dorset
Hollow, Mettawee valley, and the Adirondacks.

Hike Summary:

One-way distance: 1.60 miles
Total elevation gain: 1250 feet
Round trip hiking time: 3 hours
Hike rating: Moderate
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Continuation of Owl s Head hike, to Mt. Aeolus

(Parts of this hike are over unmarked or poorly marked trails).

From Gilbert Lookout, continue on narrow trail which roughly contours around Owl's
Head peak through dense spruce forest.

(1.67 mi.) Cliff view toward south, of Manchester, Vermont Valley, Mt. Equinox
(summit elev. 3825") and Stratton Mtn. (summit elev. 3936").

(1.85 mi.) Notch between Owl's Head and Mt. Aeolus. Take logging road to left, over
notch, and start down slope into Dorset Hollow.

(1.95 mi.) Trail off notch road, to right, is marked by several yellow streamers. Follow
remnant of old logging road which curves to right, uphill, marked by yellow streamers.

(2.17 mi.) Road end. Trail goes steeply uphill. Follow yellow flagging tape markers for
100 feet, then bear left on logging road. After 200 - 300 feet, trail switches back to right,
and shortly after is essentially unmarked. The remaining route is due east, staying on
ridge, first through boggy ground, then over or to left (north) of two rock cliffs, where an
increasingly clear path can be followed to summits.

(3.10 mi.) Rocky viewpoint (to south) on westerly summit.

(3.43 mi.) Summit of Mt. Aeolﬁs (elev. 3230"). Formerly called Green Peak. Twenty to
30 yards south of the summit is a rocky lookout with views of the Manchester region and
mountains to the south.

Hike Summary (chlculated assuming start at Owl's Head Lookout hike):
One-way distance: 3.43 miles

Total elevation gain: 2220 feet

Round trip hiking time: 6 - 7 hours

Hike rating: Very strenuous
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TRAILS AND HISTORIC SITES ACCESS
PROPOSAL TO ACT ON DORSET TOWN PLAN GOALS

In the current Town Plan, adopted by the Selectboard on November 16, 2004, there are
more than two dozen references to Recreation, Trails, and Historic Site Preservation
(excerpted and appended hereto). The clearly stated aim of those references is that
Dorset, with a wealth of both beautiful mountains and historical sites, should make a
concerted effort to keep as much of those attributes open to recreational and educational
use as possible.

Because the increased pace of private development that has taken place during the recent
past is likely to continue, it would appear to be encumbent upon the Town to take what
action it can immediately to realize the Plan's aims. To that end, it is hereby proposed
that a working group be established as follows:

Two members of the Conservation Commission and two members of the
Dorset Historical Society be appomted to form a task force to accomplish
the following:

1. Create a map showing the existing hiking trails or paths and the "Town
Trails" in the township and the location of important historic sites, as
enumerated in Table 5 (p. 31-32) of the Town Plan. Mapping of the town
trails is specifically referred to in paragraph 8.8.1 (2) of the Town Plan, on
p. 51

2. Recommend which trails need protection, what new trailheads might
be provided in order to ensure continued accessibility, and develop a
prioritized list of protection actions. (A prime need is to secure access to
the historically important Gettysburg Quarry, on the Owls Head trail,
which has been a hiker's favorite outing for many years).

It 1s highly recommended that the task force be given a mandate to use the
offices of the town's attorney, if necessary, in assessing the feasibility of
legal processes by which various easement rights might be acquired.

The task force would be expected to report to the Planning Commission
(with advisory copies to the Selectboard) on the following schedule:

a) a preliminary set of maps, plans and recommendations within six
months, and,

b) a final report detailing the actions and proposals within one year
after establishment of the task force.



TRAILS AND HISTORIC SITES ACCESS
PROPOSAL TO ACT ON DORSET TOWN PLAN GOALS

Working with the Planning Commission and Selectboard, appropriate
legal action (easements, land agreements) could be effected prior to the

task force's final reporting.

It is wise for the Town to take the recommended steps now, inasmuch as the
recently adopted Town Plan includes the following statements:

1. "In most cases, old trails lie on private land. Legal easements to these
trails should be secured wherever possible, since active land development
could make them inaccessible almost overnight." (Paragraph 8.8, p. 50).

2. Vermont Goal 8: (B) "Public access to noncommercial outdoor
recreational opportunities, such as lakes and hiking trails, should be
identified, provided, and protected wherever appropriate"

And, Key Element Supporting Goal 8: "develop a trails system". (p. A-5).



