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0ÁÇÅ ή 

The Dorset School - Act 46 ð Where we are today & the process going forward: Act 46 is the 2015 law 

requiring all School Districts in Vermont to work toward merging into larger School Districts.  There are some tax incentives 

available for completing mergers, but there is also a provision in the law that, if a District does not move forward with a 

merger, the State will decide where that District will be merged. 

Dorset joining a Merger Study Committee: The Dorset School Board believes that there have been advantages to our 

operating as a system with other School Districts in our Supervisory Union, and that was a major factor in The Dorset 

School Boardõs decision to join a Merger Study Committee, together with Manchester, Mountain Towns RED (Flood Brook), 

Sunderland, Danby and Mt. Tabor.  Since the law passed, all the School Districts in the Bennington Rutland Supervisory 

Union have held a number of meetings ð individually and as a group - to discuss options for responding to Act 46.  These 

discussions led the individual School Districts above to conclude that one option that should be studied further would be a 

merger of the above School Districts.   

The Merger Study Process ð as per Vermont Law: Vermont Law has a long-standing process for undertaking such a 

School Merger Study (Title 16, Section 706).  Per 706, a Merger Study Committee (òMSCó) is made up by representa-

tives of each of the Districts considering merger.  This is designed to include School Board Members and members of the 

public.  It is worth noting that the School Boards and the Supervisory Union have no direct role in this process once the 

MSC is formed.  The District School Board does not need to approve any recommendations.  However, a School Districtõs 

representatives on the MSC may decide to withdraw from the MSC, if they do not agree that the MSC continues to repre-

sent the best interests of their School District. 

The Merger Study Committee generally explores an option that is expected to be worth consideration at the start of the 

process.  However, the Merger Study Committee can decide to explore other options as well.  Ultimately, the Merger 

Study Committee produces a report in a form set out in 706, with a recommendation ð to pursue one particular option, or 

to not pursue any merger option.  If there is a recommendation, and the State Board of Education approves the Study, 

then this would be put to the voters of each district for vote for their decision.  If some Districts approve, but others do not, 

it may still be possible to move forward with a merger, excluding those Districts that voted to not participate.  Under Act 

46, any Districts opting out of a merger plan would likely be assigned merger partners by the State in 2019.  

What would a merger mean for The Dorset School: It is important to note that Act 46 is dealing with School Districts 

(school governance).  Act 46 does not directly talk about making changes at the School level.  In Vermont, most School 

Districts are organized at the Town level ð one District for one Town, as in Dorset.  This law seeks to create larger School 

Districts which would be charged with providing education to our kids across several Towns, and generally in several 

Schools.  The local Town School Board would be replaced by a new School Board representing several Towns.  Act 46 

does not specify any changes in the Schools used to educate students ð but the new larger Board would oversee the exist-

ing Schools, and would decide how best to educate our students in that larger District, going forward.  There is no sugges-

tion that the State would be prepared to undertake any process of creating new and bigger Schools to replace existing 

Schools ð as that would be a very large financial undertaking. 

Has a decision been made on how we will move forward under Act 46?: The Dorset School Board believes that there 

have been advantages to our operating as a system with other School Districts in our Supervisory Union and that there 

should be advantages to continuing this partnership as we are required to change our governance structure.  We believe 

that being united in one Board could enable us to continue to gain economies of scale, coordinate general teacher content 

and methodologies, while preserving the uniqueness and the character of each school in the district.  However, the Dorset 

School Board does not believe that we have òthe answeró to the best new governance structure for the education of our 

children.  We expect to be active participants in the Merger Study process, and we do want to assure you that we will 

continue to look out for the best interests of Dorsetõs children as we undertake this Study Process.  And, we believe it is 

important to keep in mind that the voters of Dorset will have the final say in any change in governance.     
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4ÈÅ $ÏÒÓÅÔ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ɉÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄɊȡ 
Act 46 Public Meetings Held So Far for the Town of Dorset: September 22, 2015 at 6:00 PM.  The Superintendent out-

lined the meaning and implications of Act 46 - GNAT video:  

http://vp.telvue.com/player?id=T01807&category=Dorset%20SchoolBoard 

October 27, 2015 at 6:00 PM.  A public forum held in which the public was invited to provide input on Act 46 and how 

the Town of Dorset might respond to the law ð GNAT video: http://vp.telvue.com/player?id=T01807&video=253670 

November 16, 2015 at 6:00 PM. A discussion was conducted reviewing the implications of joining a Merger Study Com-

mittee - GNAT video: http://vp.telvue.com/preview?id=T01807&video=256127 

The Dorset School Board will continue to hold public meetings in which Act 46 information can be gathered and dissemi-

nated.  

Other resources to learn more about Act 46 

Manchester Journal:  The Manchester Journal has put together a special section for articles and information related to Act 
46 ð it can be accessed at the Manchester Journal website and at:  http://www.manchesterjournal.com/local/

ci_29122379/act-46-an-overview  

BRSU Website: The BRSU website has a section devoted to Act 46, which can be accessed here:  http://brsu.org/apps/

pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=282189&type=d  

Agency of Education:  The Agency of Education has a section of their website devoted to Act 46, which can be accessed 

here: http://education.vermont.gov/laws/2015/act-46 

The Dorset Field of Dreams  

All fundraising money for the 2015-
2016 school year will be going to 
our New Project: The Dorset Field of 

Dreams. 

We are investing in our children's 
sport teams, physical education clas-
ses, field days, picnics and recess 
fun.  We are looking to regrade, re-
pair, re-seed, add fencing, new 
goals, new scoreboards and 
more.  We are reaching out to local 
businesses who can contribute time, 
labor and materials to our pro-
ject.  All individuals and businesses will be recognized permanently on our Honor Board 

and at our Field Dedication Ceremony in the Fall.   

If you are interested in being part of this wonderful project please contact Lisa 

Brand: lisajbrand@yahoo.com. 

http://vp.telvue.com/player?id=T01807&category=Dorset%20SchoolBoard
http://vp.telvue.com/player?id=T01807&video=253670
http://vp.telvue.com/preview?id=T01807&video=256127
http://www.manchesterjournal.com/local/ci_29122379/act-46-an-overview
http://www.manchesterjournal.com/local/ci_29122379/act-46-an-overview
http://brsu.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=282189&type=d
http://brsu.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=282189&type=d
http://education.vermont.gov/laws/2015/act-46
mailto:lisajbrand@yahoo.com
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December artist of the month:  Jeanine Baum   

The featured artist at the Dorset Public Library during the month of De-
cember will be artist Jeanine Baum. The public is invited to meet Jeanine 
at the opening reception on Saturday, December 5 from 11-1pm. Re-
freshments will be served. All works are for sale, with a portion of the 

proceeds going to benefit the library. 

Jeanine is a passionate local artist, wherever being a local might take 
her. She works in pastels as well as oils and mostly paints the landscape 
and cityscapes that she encounters in her everyday life. Primary foci of 
her work include rural Vermont, New York City, Eastern Florida and the 
estuaries of the Southern Jersey Shore. Jeanineõs work is exhibited at several galleries including Ris Gallery 
(Stone Harbor, NJ), Galeria West (Westfield, NJ) and Depot Street Gallery (Ludlow, VT). Her paintings have 
also been shown at The Art Studio of New York, The Papermill Playhouse (Millburn, NJ), The Westfield Town 

Art Show and the Designer House Showcase (Cape May, NJ). 

Jeanine has a BS in Medical Technology form UNH and an MBA from Seton Hall. After leaving a life of phar-
maceutical sales at Pfizer behind, she decided to pursue her passion for art full-time. She has attended classes 
at the DuCret School of Art (Plainfield, NJ), The School of Visual Arts (Summit, NJ), as well as attending work-

shops here and abroad. 

The libraryõs hours are M-F 11-5pm and Sat 10-3pm. Call 802-867-5774 for more information. 

Upcoming Events: Facebook Class & Star Wars Party 

4ÈÅ $ÏÒÓÅÔ 6ÉÌÌÁÇÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ  

PUBLIC NOTICES/ REMINDERS: 

ß WINTER WEATHER ALERT! PLEASE DRIVE SLOW AND SAFE IN THE ICE & SNOW!             

TO REPORT A ROAD RELATED ISSUE CALL 362-5244 

ß Next Tax Payment Due: Tuesday March 8, 2016  

ß JISP, RILEY RINK, and MPR Winter programs are eligible for recreation discounts. Visit 

www.dorsetvt.org to learn moreé 

ß The Town Offices will be closed on Friday December 25, 2015 & Friday January 1, 2016 

http://www.dorsetvillagelibrary.org
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×ÏÏÌ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÎÙ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÐÏ×ÅÒÅÄ ÓÐÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÍÉÌÌÓ ÁÌÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÖȤ
ÅÒÓ ÉÎ 6ÅÒÍÏÎÔȟ .Å× (ÁÍÐÓÈÉÒÅ ÁÎÄ -ÁÓÓÁÃÈÕÓÅÔÔÓȢ 7ÈÅÒÅÖÅÒ 
ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ Á ×ÁÔÅÒÆÁÌÌȟ ÂÒÉÃË ÍÉÌÌÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÂÕÉÌÔ ÁÎÄ ǢÌÌÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ 
ÌÏÏÍÓ ÍÁÎÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÉÍÍÉÇÒÁÎÔ ÌÁÂÏÒÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÂÒÉÃ 
ÆÏÒ Á ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȢ 3ÈÅÅÐ ×ÅÒÅ ÅÖÅÎÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÅÄ ÂÙ ÄÁÉÒÙ 
ÃÏ×Ó ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ΫγΪΪȭÓ 6ÅÒÍÏÎÔ ×ÁÓ ËÎÏ×Î ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÍÏÒÅ 
ÃÏ×Ó ÔÈÁÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢ 4ÈÅÎȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁȤ

ÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÆÒÉÇÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ ǨÁÔ ÒÉÃÈ ÆÁÒÍÌÁÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÉÄ×ÅÓÔ ÂÅÇÁÎ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÉÎÇ .Å× %ÎÇÌÁÎÄ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÏ× 
ÃÏÓÔ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÒ ÏÆ ÍÏÓÔ ÁÌÌ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÓ ÁÎÄ 6ÅÒÍÏÎÔȭÓ ÌÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÏÎÃÅ ÁÇÁÉÎȢ $ÁÉÒÙ 
ÆÁÒÍÓ ÓÌÏ×ÌÙ ÄÉÓÁÐÐÅÁÒÅÄ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÏÎÌÙ Á ÆÅ× ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÃÃÁÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÒÉÃÈ ǨÁÔ ÖÁÌÌÅÙÓ ÒÅÍÁÉÎÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÃÅÎȤ
ÔÕÒÙȢ (ÉÌÌÓÉÄÅ ÆÁÒÍ ÐÁÓÔÕÒÅÓ ÇÒÅ× ÕÐ ÉÎ ÂÒÕÓÈ ÔÈÅÎ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÆÏÒÅÓÔ ÏÒ ×ÅÒÅ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌ 
ÈÏÕÓÉÎÇȢ &ÁÒÍÉÎÇ ÉÎ 6ÅÒÍÏÎÔ ÓÅÅÍÅÄ ÄÏÏÍÅÄȢ 4ÏÄÁÙȟ Á ÒÅÓÕÒÇÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ 
ÁÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÏÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÅÁÔÉÎÇȢ )Ó ÉÔ ÈÅÁÌÔÈÙȟ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÃȟ 
ÁÎÄ ÈÕÍÁÎÅÌÙ ÒÁÉÓÅÄȩ )Ó ÉÔ ÆÒÅÓÈȩ )Ó ÉÔ ÌÏÃÁÌȩ 3ÌÏ×ÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÑÕÉÅÔÌÙ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÆÁÒÍÓ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÌÉÆÅȟ 
ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÉÍÁÇÉÎÁÂÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÕÃÈ ÏÆ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÓÏÌÄ ÁÔ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÆÁÒÍÅÒÓ ÍÁÒËÅÔÓȢ  

#/.4).5%$ /. .%84 0!'%ȣȣȣȢȢȢ 

$ÏÒÓÅÔ 'ÉÎÇÅÒÂÒÅÁÄ (ÏÕÓÅ #ÏÎÔÅÓÔȡ 

4ÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÌÉÄÁÙ ÐÅÒÉÏÄȟ $ÏÒÓÅÔȭÓ ǢÒÓÔ 
'ÉÎÇÅÒÂÒÅÁÄ (ÏÕÓÅ #ÏÎÔÅÓÔ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÕÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÐÌÁÃÅȢ  0ÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÈÅÆÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÍÁÔÅÕÒ 
ÂÁËÅÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÈÏ× ÔÈÅÉÒ ÇÉÎÇÅÒÂÒÅÁÄ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÓ ÁÔ 
Á ÖÁÒÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×ÎȢ  *ÕÄÇȤ
ÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎÎÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÅÓÔ 
ÏÎ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ αȢ  4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ÃÁÓÈ ÐÒÉÚÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
'ÉÎÇÅÒÂÒÅÁÄ (ÏÕÓÅ ÓÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÉÎ 
ÂÏÔÈ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÁÍÁÔÅÕÒ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ Á 
ÐÒÉÚÅ ÄÒÁ×ÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ ÐÏÓÔÓ Á 
Ȱ3ÅÌǢÅ 7ÉÔÈ 'ÉÎÇÅÒÂÒÅÁÄȱ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ #ÈÁÍÂÅÒȭÓ 

&ÁÃÅÂÏÏË ÐÁÇÅȢ ! ÇÕÉÄÅ ÔÏ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙ ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÁÔ ×××ȢÄÏÒÓÅÔÖÔȢÃÏÍȢ  

4ÈÅ (ÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ 4ÏÄÁÙȭÓ ,ÏÃÁÌ &ÁÒÍÅÒȭÓ -ÁÒËÅÔ ÂÙ -ÁÌÃÏÌÍ #ÏÏÐÅÒ *ÒȢ  


