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Regular Meeting of the Dorset Select Board 
August 17, 2017 

 

 
Present: Henry Chandler (Chairman), Megan Thorn, Jack Stannard, 

Liz Ruffa, R. Gaiotti (Town Manager) 
Absent: Tom Smith  
Also, present: Mary Rita Manley, Sal Tassone (ITV Fest), Philip Gilpin, Jr. 

(ITV Fest), Martha Hamilton (ITV Fest), Jean Kingston, Ed 
Tanenhaus, Bo Thorn, D. Green, Joan Menson, Robert 
Menson, Allan Sullivan, Greg DeLuca, Tyler Yandow (Zoning 

Administrator)   
 

H. Chandler, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Approve Minutes of July 18, 2017 & August 2, 2017 

M. Thorn moved and L. Ruffa seconded to approve the July 18, 2017 minutes as 
presented. J. Stannard amended the motion saying that the Board cannot make 

decisions in Executive Session and “No decisions were announced” should be 
removed.  M. Thorn seconded the amendment.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 

M. Thorn moved and L. Ruffa seconded to approve the August 2, 2017 minutes 
as presented.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 

Public Comment 
J. Kingston noted that the Town report lists the Select Board meetings are to be 

held on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  She stated that this is the 
fifth time that the Board has changed to meeting to a different day and wondered 
how long this pattern would continue.  H. Chandler responded that the Board 

are all busy people with other commitments along with summer scheduling 
conflicts.  They will try to improve, but there is no guarantee.  J. Kingston has 

two other points to cover under the noise ordinance item. 
 
D. Green had questions about the Owls Head Town Forest and the Quarry.  R. 

Gaiotti noted that he had not forwarded her email to the Board yet, but would 
be doing so shortly. 
 

ITV Fest Update 
Phil Gilpin, Jr., Greg DeLuca and Martha Hamilton were present at the meeting 
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to represent the ITV Fest (Independent Television Festival).  The ITV Fest is a one 
week event for independently produced television content to be held in 

Manchester from October 11th to the 15th, 2017.  This event is similar in nature 
to the original Sundance Film Festival and will have screenings and workshops.  

Eight hundred people are confirmed and three hundred more are expected to 
attend this event.   There will be shuttle buses from Manchester to Dorset so the 
attendees can experience Dorset – the Village Green, music on the Village Green, 

hayrides, trail hiking, music, Dorset Union Store, Dorset Historical Society, HN 
Williams, J. K. Adams, etc.   
 

Village Center Designation 
Questions arose about the map included in the SB packet for tonight and R. 

Gaiotti responded that T. Yandow and the PC revised the previous map to include 
everything outlined in red which includes all the traditional establishments that 
program looks for, such as churches, libraries, museums, general stores, etc.  

M. Thorn wanted to make sure that the program that involves Act 250 exemption 
is not included in the current designation program and T. Yandow responded 

that they are two different and completely separate programs.  M. Thorn moved 
and L. Ruffa seconded to approve and sign the August 10, 2017 Village Center 
Designation Letter as presented.  Motion carried 3-0.  

 
Owls Head Hill Lane ~ Mary Rita Manley 
M. Manley stated that she is a long time resident of Owls Head Hill Lane which 

was originally a log road, but has been greatly improved over the years.  There 
are 26 parcels (22-24 homes) on this road including an extension to a private 

road.  M. Manley asked if the Town would consider taking responsibility for the 
approximate one mile road as it is very populated.  The residents wanted to know 
from the SB members if it was worth the road association’s time to do all the 

engineering, surveys, etc. to make sure the road is up to Town standards.  H. 
Chandler asked what the cost of maintaining the road was and M. Manley 
responded approximately $15,000 per year.  H. Chandler stated that it would be 

inappropriate to give a response tonight without further research due to the 
significant precedent setting nature of their response.  It was the consensus of 

the Select Board members to do further research (subdivisions regulations, Town 
Plan, road standards, & similar roads). 
 

Noise Ordinance Discussion (Continued) 
First Public Hearing was held in June 2017 and a second Public Hearing is 

scheduled for September 19, 2017.  H. Chandler read T. Smith’s email regarding 
the noise ordinance aloud to the audience (copy attached).  It was the consensus 
of the SB members (with no comment from J. Stannard) to postpone the second 

Noise Ordinance Public Hearing until October 2017 out of respect for T. Smith’s 
absence tonight and in order to have SB discussion at the September meeting.   
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M. Thorn added to the noise ordinance dated 7/17: 

 Article II ~ Goal, last sentence add the word “directly” (In furtherance of 
this goal, if a person disturbed by a loud or unreasonable noise can identify 
the source of the noise, it is suggested, but not required, that the person 
contact the offender directly to allow a reasonable opportunity to correct the 
violation voluntarily.)  

 Article IV ~ Exemptions, #10 ~ add the word “Church” and remove the last 
four words ~ Bells:  The playing or ringing of Church bells or chimes. 

 
M. Thorn brought up the topic of having a decibel guideline and using decibel 

meters to monitor noise levels, but noted that decibel readers used on cell phones 
are not accurate.  J. Stannard was against decibel meters.  H. Chandler felt 
meters could be part of the process of enforcement and L. Ruffa agreed with J. 

Stannard.  The discussion of decibel meters was tabled.  J. Stannard stated that 
if the Vermont State Police or Bennington Sheriff were not available, then the 
Select Board members or Town Manager should be called as backup to law 

enforcement.   M. Thorn and H. Chandler did not agree with involving the SB 
members or Town Manager in the middle of enforcement.  H. Chandler requested 

that all noise related correspondence be made part of the public record with the 
minutes.   
 

J. Kingston noted that she lived 1,000 feet north of the Barrows House and they 
heard the last event at the Barrows House, but not to level to make a phone call.  

She felt that the problem of excessive noise is due to the thumping bass along 
with screaming for prolonged periods of time.  It was suggested that the Board 
separate the noise issue into two categories:  a one-two hour event with music 

and alcohol and a three-six hour event with over 75 people remove the amplified 
music and alcohol.   Permits would be required for the longer events; they 
couldn’t exceed 11:00 p.m. and include the cost of a Sheriff in the permit so they 

are present during the event.  J. Kingston also suggested printing cards with the 
pertinent noise information to be tacked up around Town along with making 

complaints to the Liquor Authority.   
 
E. Tanenhaus stated that the Select Board knew that a large event was going to 

take place at the Barrows House, but didn’t protect the residents as law 
enforcement was not available that night.  He suggested that an alternate trained 
law enforcement presence be available to sit out front and the Town could pay 

for his services with the speeding and DUI tickets he issues.  H. Chandler 
responded that the issue does not have anything to do with making money from 

tickets and the Vermont State Police and Bennington Sheriff do not always have 
staff available to handle all their calls.   
 

D. Green requested a clarification of waiver fee as used in the Noise Ordinance.  
M. Thorn explained that a waiver fee is when a ticket is issued and the offender 

chooses to pay the fine without going to court so a waiver fee is collected.  If the 
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offender chooses to go to court, the fine is higher.  E. Tanenhaus asked the SB 
to ask Sgt. Jesse Bravata about it being appropriate to make first contact with 

an offender as he did not feel it was a good idea.   
 

All noise related correspondence is attached. 
 
Mad Tom & Route 7 Update (Continued) 

R. Gaiotti reviewed the updates covering:  no parking signs on Route 30; Route 
7 radar sign installation; AOT meeting on August 9; and final Route 7 
intersection review may be available in the fall. 

 
Manchester Rescue Squad Lease 

M. Thorn moved and J. Stannard seconded to approve and authorize H. 
Chandler, as Chairman, to sign the Manchester Rescue Squad Lease Agreement 
as presented.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
Finance Report 

R. Gaiotti reported that the delinquent taxes are $203,025 and that the draft 
FY17 audit showed a small surplus.  The Dorset Town taxes are due on 
September 12, 2017. 

 
Manager’s Report 
R. Gaiotti reviewed: 

 Highway work 

 Dorset Fire District support 

 VYCC and trail building 

 Lt. Governor hiked the OHTF trail 

 Event held for the Governor at the Dorset Historical Society 

 Quarry meeting (River Conservancy) update 

 
Other Business 

1. M. Thorn asked if the Town Attorney has reviewed all the Town ordinances 

and R. Gaiotti answered that he has the copies, but has not responded 
yet.  R. Gaiotti suggested the possibility of having all Town ordinances 

updated and arranged into one document. 
2. It was the consensus of the Select Board members to approve and sign the 

Errors and Omissions correction for dividing 4.78 acres into two parcels 

of 2.06 acres and 2.72 acres for 2620 and 2648 Dorset West Road. 
 
M. Thorn moved and L. Ruffa seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.  

Motion carried 4-0. 
 

      Respectfully submitted,   
      Nancy Aversano  
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